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Alberta joins north-south rural development partnership

Province first Canadian member of nine-state Ports-to-Plains trade corridor
alliance

Edmonton ... StrengthenedtraderelationswithkeyU.S.statesintheenergyandagriculturalheartlandandanimprovedNorth-Southtransportationcorridortokeymarketsareamong

many benefits of Albe'rta's"new membership in the Ports-to-Plains Alliance.

PremierEdStelmachwelcomedleadersofPorts-to-PlainstothelegislaturetocelebrateAlbertabecomingthefirstCanadianmemberofthenine-stateeconomicdevelopmentcoalitionthataimstoimprovethegatewaytotradebetweenCanada,theU.S.andMexico.Communitiesalongthecorridorstandtobenefitwithimprovedtransportationinfrastructure,

greater rural development opportunities and collaborative advocacy approaches on issues of
mutual importance such as energy and agriculture.

"Theremaybeaninternationalborderbetweenus,butgiventhesimilarityofourpriorities,our

challenges and our common rural heritage, the potential of our collaboration is limitless," said
Stelmach."WelookforwardtoahighlyengagedpartnershipinPorts-to-Plainsactivities."Albertahassignedaone-year$125,000contractwiththenon-profit,non-partisan,community-

driven group that includes mayors, locally-elected leaders, economic development officials,

businessandotheropinionleadersinthe,3,700-pluskmeconomicdevelopmentcorridor

between Texas and Alberta.

Stelmach discussed Alberta's potential membership in Ports to Plains during his mission to
TexasinDecemberwhichfeaturedthefirstTexas-AlbertaSummitandmeetingswithTexasGovernorRickPerry.Throughthepartnership,AlbertawillstrengthenitstraderelationswiththenineAlliancestates,

several of which already rank among Alberta's top trading partners: Texas, Colorado,
Oklahoma,Montana,NewMexico,NorthDakota,SouthDakota,NebraskaandWyoming.Additionally,theAlliancewillenableAlbertatocollaboratewithothermemberstobetter

address the challenges and opportunities common to all the communities in the Ports-to-Plains
- region, North America's energy and agricultural heartland.
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Stelmach saidAlbertawillalsoleveragetheinfluenceoftheAlliancetohelpconvincebothfederalgovernmentsoftheneedtohave24-hourportofentryaccessattheWildHorseborder

crossing.

"Borderdelaysareatradeimpediment,"saidStelmach."AsAlbertabecomesanevengreatersourceofNorthAmericanenergysupplywemustensurethatwehaveasteadyflowofgoods

between our countries."

TomMartin,MayorofLubbock,Texas,ledthePorts-to-PlainsdelegationinEdmontonandwelcomedPremierStelmachandAlbertatotheAlliance."Albertaisthenorthernanchorofthe

. Ports-to-Plains region," Mayor Martin said. "Tens of thousands of jobs in our region are
sustainedbytradewiththeprovince.Moreover,Albertaisoneofthetopoilproducersintheworld.ItisonlynaturalthatourAlliancewouldseekoutPremierStelmachtobenefitfromhisleadershipandtoexplorewaystoworktogethertopreservetheruralheartlandandtopromote

jobs and development in our rural communities."

CongressmanRandyNeugebauer (TX-19), Co-Chair of the Ports-to-Plains Congressional

Caucus, and founder of the Ports-to-Plains Trade Corridor Coalition, said, "Throughout the
Ports-to-Plainsregion,ourmembersshareremarkablyconsistentconcerns,valuesandpriorities:ruraldevelopment;thenewenergyeconomy;transportationandotherinfrastructure

policies that ensure good connectivity between our farms and rancli€8, and our natural
resources,andtheurbanconsumer.Itisgratifyingtoseeourorganizationevolveinaway

certain to make it one of the premier forums for North America's rural communities."

ThemembershipannouncementistheculminationofnearlytwoyearsoftalksbetweenthePorts-to-PlainsAlliance,ledbyPresidentMichaelReeves."Onequalityoftheruralfolkswho

lead our Alliance is their readiness to work together in hard times, and to share in times of
abundance,"saidReeves."IhavetakenmanytripstoAlbertainthepastfewyears;everytimeIsteppedofftheplane,IfeltlikeIwascominghome.Wearedelightedatlasttowelcomethe

people of Alberta to the Ports-to-Plains family."

Theapproximately38.5millionU.S.citizensofthePorts-to-PlainsregionproducemuchoftheUnitedStates'energy,morethan40percentofAmerica'sagriculturalgoods,14percentoftheU.S.grossdomesticproduct,andtheyaccountfor20percentofU.S.-Canada-Mexicotrade.Today,theAlliancepromotesabroaderrangeofeconomicgoals,allservedbyaregional

intermodal transportation network.
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Media inquiriesmaybedirectedto:TomOlsen

Office of the Premier, Alberta

780-422-4905
780-718-3034 (cell)
e-mail: tom.olsen@gov.ab.caTocalltollfreewithinAlbertadial310-0000.ChristianGoff Ports-to-Plains

Phone: 512-745-0627

Jacob Holder
Ports-to-Plains

Phone: 512487-2250
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